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AIMS:
CREAT IVE PRACT ICES BEYOND BORDERS, based at the Centre for Cultural Studies, 
Goldsmiths, brought together researchers from India, Germany, Denmark, Sweden 
and London to work with the themes of borders, act iv ism and the arts . The network 
developed around a series of week-long workshops and faci l i tated st imulat ing 
research in an alternat ive space on the border of the academic and the creat ive .

WORKSHOPS:
SONIC BORDER (LONDON, 11 .2008) explored ways in which sound 
crosses the border different ly , provoking a re-think of the border’s 
locat ion – not just in ports, but between us al l ,  in conversat ions, 
in ideas, in relat ions – al l further problemat ised by sound.

THEATRE BORDER (BERLIN,   04.2009) focused on the performative, tacti le 
and r itual ist ic force of the border as staged, leading to a reth ink ing 
of connect ion, touch, prox imity and co-responsib i l i ty . Sessions 
became peripatet ic in response to the coming 20th anniversary 
of the fal l of the Berl in Wal l , which in turn gave prominence to the 
themes of memory, border and national bifurcation and reunif icat ion. 
 
BORDER DOCUMENTS (COPENHAGEN, 11 .2009) considered the border 
as i t unfolds in screen-based media and examined the te lemat ic 
border, CCTV and screenings of the immigrat ion check. With 
two European f i lm premieres in the l ine-up, we explored how 
the documentary form can carry a pol i t ic , an eth ics or an 
epistemology and how documentary f i lm and border act iv ism 
lend themselves to the cinemat ic .

BORDER INFECT ION (LONDON, 03.2010) invest igated the metaphors 
of contagion and v irus, the border’s porosity and suscept ib i l i ty 
to infestat ions and/or prophylact ic attempts at security . We 
cont inued the pract ice of peripatet ic walks with a marit ime and 
music-themed explorat ion of Deptford. An accompanying art 
exhib i t ion curated by LDN/BRU, featured art ists from the Network. 

BORDER REVERB (GOTHENBURG, 06.2010) jo ins with the Clandest ino  
Fest iva l to consider, ref lex ive ly, what we have learned and unlearned 
(un-texted) from the Beyond Text opportunity . The agenda includes 
the after effects of immigrat ion and asylum pol icy, border and v isa 
regulat ion, security survei l lance and act iv ist , art ist ic and musical 
engagement with border pol i t ics worldwide. An art v ideo screening 
featur ing art ists from the network wi l l  accompany the ta lks .

SPEAKERS: Papers presented by over 30 network part ic ipants 
including:Eyal Weizman, Gayatr i Chakravorty Spivak, Rangan 
Chakraborty, Abhi j i t Roy, H i to Steyerl , Angela Mitropoulos, V ivek Bald, 
Nei l Transpont ine, Les Back, Dav id Graeber, Mathias Danbolt , Bhaskar 
Mukhopadhyay, Joan Kel ly , Jul ian Henriques, John Hutnyk.

L INKS WITH NON-ACADEMICS: Förvaret/Detent ion theatre, CPH:DOX f i lm 
fest iva l , C landest ino fest iva l , Migrant Media, LDN/BRU curator ia l 
col lect ive, poet Johannes Anyuru, Xta lk Project , f i lmmaker Ananya 
Chatter jee, Music in Detent ion project , Musafer f i lms, qwx-show-
ur-l ingua, Goethe Inst i tute, Moustache Col lect if , Noise of the Past .

OUTCOMES & IMPACTS: a border photostream, two European f l lm premieres, a theatre 
product ion, two gal lery events, a border reader, peripatet ic workshop format,  
a music fest iva l and a book publ icat ion in p lanning.

http://hutnyk.wordpress.com/beyond-borders/


